Subject: Arrested!
Hi all, just another day in paradise here in Russia. As you may be aware, we have just completed a major operation of importing a cargo of LNG into our tanks so we can slosh it around and commission everything to save time as a counter measure to the delays in getting our gas pipeline finished. So the ship came and we unloaded it without incident! A major milestone here, and 3 days ahead of schedule with not even a single leak. Usually when you start putting liquid gas into the pipework at around -160 degrees you get distortion which opens up leaks, but I am surprised this didn't happen.
The only incident of concern involved me personally. (Are you suprised???) Let me start by describing what happens in the real world. When a ship arrives, we put the gangway onboard then customs and immigration go aboard and clear the crew, shake there hands and say "The ship is now in our country, Welcome!" Would be suprised to know its different here? The ship is never in Russia and the gangway becomes an international border. So for us to go aboard and connect the ship, we must show our passport, and a special document they gave us with permission to board the ship to a special border guard stationed at the foot of the gangway who stays standing there the whole time the ship is on port. Does this make sense to you???
So, I moored the ship on Thursday (pulled in the 18 ropes and secured them) then showed my documentation and got on with the business. Friday, Saturday and sunday there was no border guard when I went to the ship. Then when I came back ashore Sunday morning around 7.30am there was the border guard and 2 security going nuts to me in Russian. They confiscated my border document and jetty access pass and escorted me back the 800 metres to the shore and shut the gate behind me. What did I do? So I called my boss and they replaced me with somebody else. So much for being the companies number 1 man between ship/shore! So I had fun playing on top of the tanks changing around valves to cool pipework in the correct sequence.
I got called to the managers office at 10am Monday then got taken by the security manager and a cute little paravochek (translater) to the immigration office in Korsakov. Its a long story... are you ready???
They started by sitting me in an office with school desk type furniture to make me feel like a naughty school boy, then he started asking her questions which she asked me... you know how it goes. Next I had to write a statement. And I started by saying I was not aware the reason I was taken to immigration office. I then told my story which took ages to write, then gave it to my paravochek to re-write in Russian. (Clear so far?)
Next we did lots of to and fro-ing (in russian) until they pushed a document under my nose and said sign here. I said no... what does this say? It was basically the same as Americans do on the tele when they read them your rights, as per regulation 25.1 of the act. So I said I dont know what regulation 25.1 is. So they went away and found the book and the paravochek read the section to me... (Aren't I a little bugger!!!) So I signed. Next another document "I have been arrested for violation of the frontier zone regulation for Federation of Russian.... blah blah." I said I have committed no violation because here is a access pass. Then I asked her to read it for me "It says, it is a vessel access pass, and this pass gives permission to enter any vessel in the port of prigorodnoye until sept 2007, signed by the head of immigration" So I told them to kiss my backside... which she translated to "He thinks the problem is yours"  any way, I milked 3 hours of there time and in the end it became a long discussion in their own department because nobody can agree on what is correct. Eventually the one star boys was replaced by an older man with hundreds of stars and bars on his shoulders and lapel. Another hour passed before they made a new statement for me to sign. OK, what does this one say? "It has not been explained to me the procudure for entry to vessels so I was unaware, but now it has been explained to me and I agree to abide by the rules with no further action needed to be taken by the department." So I signed and went home to celebrate beating the system!!!
Now I am known to every security guard here as the fugitive! In fact, on the Wednesday I went back to the ship and took with me 3 of our highest managers and the security guard called on the radio... "Going onto the ship are 3 people and Mark Dye"!!!!!
Da Svedanya from paradise! By the way, its Summer here now, but the same weather as Winter in Geelong!!! Cheers.
